234            MARRIAGE A LA MODE

But they have now ta'en up a glorious trade,
And cutting Morecraft1 struts in masquerade.
There's all our hope, for we shall show to-day
A masking ball, to recommend our play ;
Nay, to endear them more, and let them see
We scorn to come behind in courtesy,
We'll follow the new mode which they begin,
And treat them with a room, and couch within;
For that's one way, howe'er the play fall short,
To oblige the town, the city, and the court.

1 In Beaumont and Fletcher's play of The Scornful L&dy*

